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quite as much of a statesman as a soldier, and ready where
possible to make his triumphs as much by peaceful treaty
as at the point of the sword.

Nor did he consider an attack on Calicut quite so simple
from the military point of view as the Marshal imagined.
Not only had the Samorin a host at his command, but the
town was peculiarly defensible. He had no doubt Calicut
could be destroyed, but it would be a lengthy business and
not just a question of coming, seeing, and conquering, as
D. Fernando seemed to think.

But the Governor had no voice in the matter; the King
had placed all in the Marshal's hands and that young man
made it very plain that he would not listen to objections.
What else but this would have made him come to India?
For his ancestors, said he, were never merchants! Time was
short. The fleet must sail for Portugal in January. D.
Fernando hurried on the uninteresting task of loading pepper.
As soon as he had a few ships rea^'y, he decided to leave
the rest at Cochin to complete their cargo while he attacked
Calicut without further delay.

When everyone was about to depart, the Moslem Coje
Bcqui appeared. Coje Bequi was a merchant resident in
Calicut who had always been a friend of Portugal For this
reason the Samorin had commissioned him to make overtures
of peace on his behalf to the new governor, The Samorin
swore by all he held sacred that this time he was speaking
in good faith. As the Samorin's word had often proved a
broken reed, such assurances were necessary, but Coje
Bequi added that he knew the ofter to be genuine. Al-
buquerque found it tantalizing, for he could have made
his own terms; but the Marshal would not hear of it.

The Portuguese had always trusted Coje Bequi. " To
be quite frank with you/' said Albuquerque, " we are just
about to attack Calicut at the King's command." Coje
Bequi said that in that case he dared not return. The
Samorin had offered him everything ho could ask if he suc-
ceeded in his mission, but if he failed he would surely be